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Honolulu, Hawaii 

FEB 1 5  2011 
RE : S.B. No. 964 

S.D. 1 

Honorable Shan S. Tsutsui 
President of the Senate 
Twenty-Sixth State Legislature 
Regular Session of 2011 
State of Hawaii 

Sir: 

Your Committee on Human Services, to which was referred S.B. 
No. 964 entitled: 

"A BILL FOR AN ACT RELATING TO PUBLIC HEALTH," 

begs leave to report as follows: 

The purpose and intent of this measure is to ensure that 
federally qualified health centers and rural health clinics are 
reimbursed for all Med-QUEST programs by appropriating funds to 
pay for direct medical care to the uninsured. 

Your Committee received testimony in support of this measure 
from the Healthcare Association of Hawaii, Hawai'i Primary Care 
Association, Kokua Kalihi Valley Comprehensive Family Services, 
and one individual. Your Committee received testimony in 
opposition to this measure from the Department of Human Services 
and the Department of Health. 

Your Committee finds that federally qualified health centers 
and rural health clinics play an important role in the Medicaid 
delivery system. In order to continue to provide quality health 
care to over 125,000 patients, the financial position of federally 
qualified health centers and rural health clinics must be 
improved. Your Committee also finds that these providers serve a 
key role in delivering primary health care services, particularly 
in rural areas. 

Your Committee further finds that this measure would enable 
federally qualified health centers to continue to provide direct 
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medical care to the uninsured, thus enabling the State to save 
money through the provision of good primary care. Timely access 
to primary care services can alleviate future health care 
expenses, including emergency room visits and inpatient hospital 
admissions. 

Your Committee has amended this measure by changing the 
appropriation amount from an unspecified amount to $2,000,000. 

As affirmed by the record of votes of the members of your 
Committee on Human Services that is attached to this report, your 
Committee is in accord with the intent and purpose; of S.B. 
No. 964, as amended herein, and recommends that it pass Second 
Reading in the form attached hereto as S.B. No. 964, S.D. 1, and 
be referred to the Committee on ways and Means. 

Respectfully submitted on 
behalf of the members of the 
Committee on Human Services, 
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SUZANNE CHUN OAKLAND, Chair 

IlllllllllllIlII.1 Ill lll,illlll Wlllllllllll Alllil I llllllllllollllll Ill I111111111111111 11l111l111 I11 l'"' 



The Senate 
Twenty-Sixth Legislature 

State of Hawai'i 

Record of Votes 
Committee on Human Services 

HMS 

Bill / Resolution No.:* Committee Ref e rral : 
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The committee is reconsidering its previous decision on this measure. 

If so, then t h e  previous decision was to: 

The Recommendation is: 

0 Pass, unamended @ Pass, with amendments 0 Hold 0 Recommit 
231 2 231 1 231 0 231 3 

Members Aye Aye (WR) Nay Excused 
CHUN OAKLAND, Suzanne 0 v 

\ I  I I I I 

IHARA, Jr., Les (VC) 

@ Adopted 0 Not Adopted 

*Only one measure per Record of Votes 
Revised: 01/20/11 


